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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a repiy within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E1 Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 2/8/1999, and 3/8/1999 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) E1 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Clalm(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau {PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachments) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summafy (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) El Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) ±5, 6) □ aher: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Farris (US 6,064,653) in view of Boese et al. (US 5,084,816). herein after Boese. 

Regarding claims 1-6, 12-20, Farris discloses in a network architecture 
comprising a SSP switch, an access server {gateway 20) coupled to a data network 50 
and the SSP switch via a telecommunication medium 96 to transmit user information 
between the SSP switch and the data network 50, and a gateway (STP 31 and ISCP 
40) coupled to the access server (gateway 20) and the SSP switch via SS7 link 
medium {dash line) 102 to transmit signaling information between the SSP switch and 
the access server (see figures 3 and 4). 

Regarding claims 7-1 1 , Farris discloses that the gateway 20 comprises of a 
combined telephony and internet server platform. The platform performs basic 
telephony functions, including incoming call detection (ringing, trunk seizure, etc.), call 
supervision/progress detection (busy tone, disconnect, connect, recorded 
announcement, dialtone, speech, etc.), call origination, DTMF, call termination, call 
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disconnect, switch hook flash, etc. (see col. 9 lines 60-67). The gateway 20 further 
comprises of a plurality of interfaces 183 for receiving user information from PSTN (see 
figure 6). 

Farris fails to disclose that sending a status message from the access server to 
the a gateway (STP 31 and ISCP 40) and the gateway acknowledging the message, 
wherein the status message includes the server is operational or specifies the 
capabilities. 

Boeses, on the other hand, teaches that transmitting link status signal units 
(LSSUs) or message signal unit (MSU) messages between the at least two nodes (STP, 
or SSP or SCP) for flow control (see col. 15 line 50-68) or configuration of the network 
or alignment of the two nodes (see col, 17 line 47 to col. 18 line 55). When a 
transmitter transmits the LSSU or MSU message, the receiver must transmits the 
acknowledge receipt. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made to transmits LSSU or MSU signaling messages of 
Boeses in the link between the access server and the gateway (STP 31 and ISCP 40) 
of Farris to performs either flow control when there is congestion in the link or gateway 
or the access server, network configuration when there are changes in the network, or 
re-alignment between the access server and the gateway (STP 31 and ISCP 40) when 
there is a failure in either one or to indicate whether the interfaces 183 can receive user 
information from the PSTN. 



Conclusion 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington. D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 305-9051 , (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-5403 (for Informal or draft communications, please labels 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2021 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob A. Phunkulh whose telephone number is (703) 
308-8251. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 
4:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Douglas W. Dims, can be reach on (703) 305-4703. The fax phone number 
for this group is (703) 872-9314. 

Bob A. Phunkulh , 
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